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One Possible Example of an Outline for an Argumentation Essay:  
NOTE: Use standard APA Style formatting—1 inch margins, Times New Roman size 12, double-space all of it, etc. 

(Your outline will be page two of your final paper. It will follow the title page.) 

You will use complete sentences to fill in the lines. Only for the introduction (and it’s parts) and for the conclusion 

will you use those exact words. THEN…Create YOUR outline document and submit it to Turnitin.com by the 

deadline. 

Paper Title Goes Here 

I. Introduction  

 

A. Attention-Getter: __________________________________________________________  

B. Background Information on the Topic  

C. Thesis Statement: __________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

II. Supporting Claim #1- Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

B. supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

 

II.Supporting Claim #2- Topic Sentence: ________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

B. Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

 

IV. Supporting Claim #3- Topic Sentence: ______________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

B. supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

 

V. Counter Claim #1 – Topic Sentence: ________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Reasoning (of the opposition)  

B. Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong)  

 

VI.Counter Claim # 2 – Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Reasoning (of the opposition)  

B. Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong)  

 

VII. Conclusion  

 A. Echo / Restatement of a version of the thesis statement  

 B. Synthesize specific causes of controversy  

 C. Transition from specific to general. (How will this have lasting effects? What is the  

      outcome if the reader does or does not follow your claim?)  CALL to ACTION 
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*Notice  that  the  placement  of  the  BACKGROUND  has  changed  and  the  placement  of  the  COUNTER 

 CLAIM   and  its  REFUTATION  have  changed  providing  another  alternative   EFFECTIVE  way  of 

 organizing  an  argumentation  essay.   (Each  student  will  need  the  same  OUTLINE  PARTS  for  this  essay, 

 but  the  order  may  be  different.)  

 

Another Possible Example of an Outline for an Argumentation Essay:  

 

Paper Title Goes Here 

I. Introduction  

A. Attention-Getter: _________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Thesis Statement: _________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

II. Background Information on the Topic to Provide Understanding  

 

III. Supporting Claim #1- Topic Sentence: ______________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

B. Counter claim / evidence, details, etc. _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong)  

 

IV.Supporting Claim #2- Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

B. Counter claim / evidence, details, etc. __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong)  

 

IV. Supporting Claim #3- Topic Sentence: ______________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc.  

B. Counter claim / evidence, details, etc. __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong)  

 

V. Conclusion  

A. Echo / Restatement of a version of the thesis statement  

 B. Synthesize specific causes of controversy  

 C. Transition from specific to general. (How will this have lasting effects? What might  

      happen if the reader does or does not follow your claim? Call to action?  
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Outline Example continuing with the topic of  “Ethanol Use” 
 

Ethanol Use Creates Unnecessary Problems 

Paper Title Goes Here 

I. Introduction  

A. Attention-Getter: A 2011 study by the Red Cross shows that cornmeal availability  

dropped by 25 percent the year that ethanol became a main product at gas stations in the  

United States (USDA).  

B. Background Information on the Topic  

C. Thesis Statement: People should not use ethanol because it depletes the world’s cornmeal  

supply, its production increases greenhouse gases, and it corrodes certain engine types. 

II. People should not use ethanol because it depletes the world’s cornmeal supply. 

A. Cornmeal supplies nutrition to drought-stricken areas. 

1. The Red Cross used cornmeal to feed five African nations last year. 

2. The US Navy used cornmeal to feed two hurricane ravaged countries in 2012. 

B. Cornmeal availability dropped after ethanol became a mainstay fuel. 

1. The Red Cross noted a drop in its ability to purchase necessary cornmeal in 2011. 

2. Corn growers adjusted planting and selling habits to focus on ethanol. 

II. People should not use ethanol because its production increases greenhouse gases. 

A. Fossil fuel is used in the production of ethanol. 

B. Greenhouse gases rise with the use of fossil fuel. 

IV. People should not use ethanol because it corrodes certain engine types. 

V.  People should use ethanol because it cuts down on the use of gasoline. 

A. More oil deposits will be preserved for future use. 

B. More oil is used for the production of plastics than is used for gasoline. 
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VI. People should use ethanol because it prevents engine freeze ups in colder climates. 

A. Temperatures that fall below zero degrees can freeze engines using regular gasoline. 

B. This does not affect drivers in warmer climates. 

VII. Conclusion  

 A. Although studies are inconclusive, people should avoid ethanol use if possible because it  

 leads to a depletion of the world’s supply of cornmeal, its production increases greenhouse  

 gases, and it can cause certain types of engines to malfunction in colder climates. 

 B. Inconclusive environmental studies and fluctuating corn markets continue to promote this  

 debate. Until studies are more conclusive or until a time when ethanol production can be  

 improved, people should be wary of thinking ethanol is a better alternative to gasoline. 

 C. If people refuse to depend on ethanol, the future may see improvements in its production  

 and positive corn market adjustments. 


