
To clear up APA  Source Card / APA References page entries… 

 

From OWL@Purdue APA Style https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/owlprint/560/ 

This is what OWL states concerning “citations” … which are not “entries”…but can help us determine 
how to create references entries. THINK about why “anonymous” authors might be unreliable or 
not credible, and therefore, not used in solid research…so this sort of sourcing is rarely needed.  

Consider that a reputable supporting body may actually be your author. 

 

In-Text Citations: Author/Authors 
APA style has a series of important rules on using author names as part of the author-date system. There 
are additional rules for citing indirect sources, electronic sources, and sources without page numbers. 

Unknown Author: If the work does not have an author, cite the source by its title in the signal phrase or 
use the first word or two in the parentheses. Titles of books and reports are italicized or underlined; titles 
of articles, chapters, and web pages are in quotation marks. 

A similar study was done of students learning to format research papers ("Using APA," 2001). 

Note: In the rare case the "Anonymous" is used for the author, treat it as the author's name (Anonymous, 
2001). In the reference list, use the name Anonymous as the author. 

Organization as an Author: If the author is an organization or a government agency, mention the 
organization in the signal phrase or in the parenthetical citation the first time you cite the source. 

According to the American Psychological Association (2000),... 

If the organization has a well-known abbreviation, include the abbreviation in brackets the first time the 
source is cited and then use only the abbreviation in later citations. 

First citation: (Mothers Against Drunk Driving [MADD], 2000) 
Second citation: (MADD, 2000) 
 

 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/owlprint/560/


 
*This is what OWL states concerning “References page entries” … 

 

Reference List: Author/Authors 
The following rules for handling works by a single author or multiple authors apply to all APA-style 
references in your reference list, regardless of the type of work (book, article, electronic resource, etc.) 

Organization as Author 

American Psychological Association. (2003). 

Unknown Author 

Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary (10th ed.).(1993). Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster. 

NOTE: When your essay includes parenthetical citations of sources with no author named, use a 
shortened version of the source's title instead of an author's name. Use quotation marks and italics as 
appropriate. For example, parenthetical citations of the source above would appear as follows: 
(Merriam-Webster's, 1993). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English II Argumentative Essay Outline Examples 201314 
Collaborative Work to Revisit the Prewriting Stage (particularly research questions and arguable 
claims), and to move into Organizing (particularly creating a Working Outline). 
 
Example Argument—preparing an argument for MAT at BHS 
 
Individually (1): 
 
1.You are to write an argument in support of MAT. Your audience will be the school board.  
 
3.Brainstorm a list of questions you might need to find answers to in order to accomplish this task. 
 EX: What do you know about MAT?  What do you need to find out?What is MAT? 
 What is its purpose? 
    
2.Who or what might serve as reputable, credible sources to support your argument? 
 
3.Brainstorm using the concept mapping method (clustering) to determine the necessary information to 
include in your presentation or essay for your argument:  
 EX:  Arguments in favor of MAT,  
 Supporting arguments in favor of MAT (Guess/assume what these COULD be.), etc. 
 
Small Group (3-4): 
 
4. Share / Discuss your RESPONSES to 1-3 in your individual work. 
5. Together (collaboration), Write a Working Thesis Statement (an arguable claim) 
 -in one sentence… 
  -make a claim 
  -provide at least three supporting claims in parallel form 
 
Larger Group (6-7): 
 
6. Share / Discuss BOTH Group’s Working Thesis Statements (arguable claims) 
7. Organization: Choose ONE and create a Working Formal Outline for your group’s paper 
 (Prepare to present your claims and outlines.) 
 Use Roman numerals, subdivided by capital letters, subdivided by Arabic numerals. 
 EX:  I. 
   A. 
   B. 
  II. 
   A. 
    1. 
    2. 
   B. 
*THINK: What will your reader need to know first, second, etc.?  Where will you place your thesis? 
Where will you provide background information? Where will the claims, counter claims, etc. be placed? 
  



 
English II Argumentative Essay Outline Examples 201314 
 
*Although there is no set model of organization for argumentative essays, there are some common patterns 
that writers might use or that writers might want to combine/customize in an EFFECTIVE way.  Each student will 
need to create a LOGICAL outline that works for his or her argumentative essay. Consider ideas like organizing 
from strongest claim to weakest claim or from general ideas to more specific ideas. 

The Writing Process: 

I. Prewriting –  

A. Brainstorm for a Topic 

B. Develop Research Questions  

1. Gather sources 

2. Skim through sources / Look at indexes 

3. What do I think I know about my topic? 

4. What do I want to know about my topic? 

II. Organizing -- 

A. Develop a Working Thesis  (an arguable claim with at least three supporting claims) 

B. Create a Working Outline   (a formal organizational plan) 

1. Outline parts must be LOGICALLY organized 

2. Outline parts must be PARALLEL in content and construction. 

3. Outline parts will be noted in the upper left hand corner of each note card. 

(Include the Roman numeral, Capital letter –specific—AND words on NC.) 

C. Choose an Attention-Getter (some information that will “hook” the reader’s attention) 

III. Drafting 

IV. Revising – changes in style (sentence structures, word choices, etc.) & organization 

A. Re-examine the Working Thesis Statement to assure its accuracy and effectiveness. 

B. Re-examine the Attention-Getter / Does it pull a reader’s attention toward the topic? 

C. Re-examine the Working Outline to assure it matches the final essay’s organization. 

V. Editing 

VI. Publishing 

 
 
 
 



One Possible Example of an Outline for an Argumentation Essay: 

I. Introduction   

          A.  Attention-Getter: ______ (This information should “hook” the reader!) _____ 

                        B.  Background Information on the Topic  

                        C.  Thesis Statement: _ (Arguable Claim—contains the three supporting claims) _   

II. Supporting Claim #1-  Topic Sentence: _______________________________________  

  A.  supporting idea / evidence, details, etc. 

  B.  supporting idea / evidence, details, etc. 

III. Supporting Claim #2-  Topic Sentence: _______________________________________  

 A.  supporting idea / evidence, details, etc. 

  B.  supporting idea / evidence, details, etc. 

IV. Supporting Claim  #3-  Topic Sentence: ______________________________________  

  A.  supporting idea / evidence, details, etc. 

  B.  supporting idea  / evidence, details, etc. 

V. Counter Claim #1 – Topic Sentence: ________________________________________ 

                        A.  Reasoning (of the opposition) 

  B.  Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong) 

VI. Counter Claim # 2 – Topic Sentence: _______________________________________ 

          A.  Reasoning  (of the opposition) 

  B.  Refutation  (Proof that the counter claim is wrong) 

VII. Conclusion  

A. Echo / Restatement of a version of the thesis statement 

B. Synthesize specific causes of controversy 

C. Transition from specific to general. (How will this have lasting effects?) 



*Notice that the placement of the BACKGROUND has changed and the placement of the COUNTER CLAIM  and 
its REFUTATION have changed, providing another alternative  EFFECTIVE way of organizing an argumentation 
essay.  (Each student will need the same OUTLINE PARTS for this essay, but the order may be different.) 

Another Possible Example of an Outline for an Argumentation Essay: 

I.         Introduction   

          A.  Attention-Getter: ______ (This information should “hook” the reader!) _____ 

                        B.  Thesis Statement: _ (Arguable Claim—contains the three supporting claims) _   

II.        Background Information on the Topic to Provide Understanding 

III.       Supporting Claim #1-  Topic Sentence: _______________________________________  

   A.  Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc. 

   B.  Counter claim / evidence, details, etc. 

              C.  Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong) 

IV. Supporting Claim #2-  Topic Sentence: _______________________________________  

 A.  Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc. 

  B.  Counter claim / evidence, details, etc. 

                        C.  Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong) 

IV. Supporting Claim  #3-  Topic Sentence: ______________________________________  

   A.  Supporting idea / evidence, details, etc. 

   B.  Counter claim / evidence, details, etc. 

              C.  Refutation (Proof that the counter claim is wrong) 

V.   Conclusion  
             A.  Echo / Restatement of a version of the thesis statement 

 
B. Synthesize specific causes of controversy 

 
C. Transition from specific to general. (How will this have lasting effects?) 
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